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Dear Parents and Carers 

This term, children have enjoyed an array of different activities. We have 
had a lesson in ‘how to build a House’ from Morgan Sindal, a Hopping 
competition, lots of trips out and about, Earwig has been rolled out to 
parents, some fabulous new teachers have joined us, our new web-site 
went live, Rebound therapy has started and we had the most fantastic 
Great Bridge Bake-off competition. It really has been a short, action 
packed and fun-filled few weeks! I hope we have been able to capture 
just a  little of the action in the following pages. 

Open House: coming into school 

I would just like to take a moment to clarify what options 
there are for you to visit the school and get more            
information about the progress your child is making: 

Parent Consultation Days. These are annual events for 
each class, spread across the year and scheduled to       
coincide with the issue of annual school reports. You are 
invited to arrange an appointment during the school day 
or into the evening (whichever works for you) to come in 
and have a face to face, in-depth discussion with your child’s teacher.  If it is during the school day, you 
are welcome to visit the class and look at books and displays.  Obviously, if you can’t make the day we 
have selected for this event, we will arrange it on a day that suits you more perfectly—just ask. 

Parent Information Evening (Forum).  We hold these at least termly.  There may be information for us 
to present to you but most importantly, this is a chance for you to ask us questions, raise issues and talk 
to other parents.  They are designed to be focused on what you want to talk about rather than what we 
want to tell you.  Do come along, ask anything you like and have a cup of tea with us. 

EHCP Reviews:  All the children at The Bridge have an EHCP and these are       
reviewed annually.  These meetings are held at the school and various            
professionals from the local authority or other support services attend as        
appropriate. 

Special Events:  We will try to include you in as many events as possible.  For          
example, several parents joined us for the cinema experiences and at the    
Christmas carol service.  A few children will be representing us at the Snape Fes-
tival next month and in the summer we will have our Sports Day of course.     
Later this year there will also be a ‘preview’ of the new building for parents of 
secondary students. 

Just for you:  You are invited to visit on any day at any time for 5 minutes or 5 hours if you wish to do 
so.  Simply make an appointment.  Obviously, some children may find parents being ‘in the wrong place’ 
tricky but many more wouldn't mind at all.  We are happy to advise what would work best. 

If there is anything else we can do to make you feel comfortable and informed about your child’s       
learning and well-being, just please let us know. 
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NEW WEBSITE 

At last, our new website is on line: do have a browse.  It is already full of useful              

information and this will grow over time.  The Gallery has pictures from a good variety of 

events that the children have participated in since September.  We think it’s quite nice and would like to 

hear from you about ways in which it could be improved. www.thebridgeschool.org.uk 
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Introducing … 

Hi, my name is Carla Last and I am the new Robin Class teacher.   

I have been teaching for 11 years after training at Nottingham 

Trent University.  I have worked in both mainstream schools 

and special and alternative education.  I trained as a Design and 

Technology/Physical Education teacher but over the past 11 

years have taught many other subjects and like my teaching to 

be active and fun.  I am mummy to a daughter and two step 

sons and away from work enjoy spending time with my family 

and playing sports.  I joined The Bridge School staff in January 

2020 and have really enjoyed getting to know staff and pupils.  

I look forward to my future time at The Bridge School. 

My name is Gillian Hewlett-Case and I am the class teacher for Parrot class.  I 

have been a teacher since 2003.  I trained as a    Primary teacher and worked 

at a residential school for students with behavioural and  emotional          

difficulties for 13 years.  During that time I taught Child Development to Year 

12, English GCSE to Year 10 as well as teaching across all age ranges from 

Year 2     upwards in all subjects. Together with the Deputy Head   Teacher of 

the school, I developed a small primary unit at the school which I ran with a 

specialist team.   During the time I spent running this part of the school, I also 

trained as a Playtherapist and a specialist Nurture Group practitioner.   I took 

time out of teaching for a   couple of years to work on a film project.  I found 

that I missed teaching, so decided to return to education as a supply teacher.  

After spending a few weeks at The Bridge as a supply teacher, I enjoyed 

working at the school and successfully applied for a     permanent position as 

a class teacher.   

Hello my name is Ali Ranson and I am the class teacher for Chinchilla Class.   

I have been teaching for 20 years and have had roles as diverse as a      

Deputy head, Primary Development Adviser and Humanities teacher at the 

Clare school in Norwich. I am most happy in the classroom learning with 

the children and inspiring them to fulfil their potential.  In my spare time I 

love pottering in my  garden with my dachshund, cat and bantams for  

company; campervanning to woods and beaches near and far;  as well as,   

walking, picnics and beach combing. I  also like to channel my inner       

Sherlock and am an avid lover of crime fiction and documentaries. 
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DATES 

FOR      

YOUR 

DIARY 

ESPECIALLY FOR PARENTS 

Are the dreaded Nits sometimes giving you a problem? We have specialist nurses in to 
hold a drop in session for parents on Tuesday 25th February to offer assistance with this 
common issue. To be sure of a slot, please email  admin@thebridgeschool.org.uk                                                                             
Alternatively, drop in when you can between 9am and 3pm. 

 

Is your child a Meercat or Grisly?  On Tuesday 25th February, our partners at OM , 

are running a seminar for parents about the changeable challenges some children     
provide. This is a really informative and fun session. If you are interested in 
attending a session please email admin@thebridgeschool.org.uk to book a 
place. 

PLEA TO PARENTS 

A reminder—it would be really good if children can have a named water bottle which 

stays in school—we can then ensure they drink plenty throughout the day and keep 

those minds hydrated (many thanks to those that already supply them). 

Date Event 

February 17th – 21st Half Term 

February 24th Students return to school 

February 25th Parent Information Sessions—Meerkats & Grizzlies 

February 27th Parent Information Evening (Forum) 

March 26th 
Parent Consultation Meetings for Tiger, Elephant, 

Otter, Gorilla, Penguin and Parrot classes 

March 30th – April 

2nd 
Swimming Gala heats 

April 3rd Last day of Spring Term 

April 20th PD Day—No students in school 

April 21st Students return to school 

May 25th – 29th Half Term 

June 1st 
Year-9 Meningitis & Tetanus, Diphtheria and Polio              

Vaccinations 

July 20th Last day of Summer Term 

July 21st Summer Holidays!! 
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COMPETITION TIME! 
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What a terrific cake turn-out! It was particularly 
pleasing to see so very many Home Baker entries - 
overwhelming. In fact there were so many, we        
decided to have separate competitions for      
Primary and Secondary. Thank you to everyone who made a    
contribution.  All Home Bakers have been presented with a 
certificate now. We looked at all entries and tasted them 
all and made our decisions based on the combination of 
artistry and flavour (and I admit I felt a 
little bit sick afterwards!)  Every single 
class contributed a ‘Class Effort’ and some 
students made solo entries of items in       
lessons. 

 

 

1st Archie (Parrot) 

2nd Jake (Robin) 

3rd Yusuf (Lion) 

Class Team Bakers 

1st Giraffe 

2nd  Otter 

3rd  Puffin 

 

 

 

 

Best Home Baker Secondary 

1st Ruby (Penguin) 

2nd Jessica P (Eagle) 

3rd Daniel (Puffin) 
1st Azra (Panda) 

2nd Zac (Gorilla) 

3rd Oliver (Tiger) 
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        HOPPING COMPETIITION 

STEP UPS 
1st  Alfie (Tiger) 

2nd  Azra (Panda) 
3rd Ali (Panda) 

HOPS  
(HANDS HELD) 

1st  Hayden (Penguin) 
2nd  Erica (Penguin) 

3rd Ria (Penguin) 

JUMPS 
1st  Calum (Otter) 
2nd  Jacob (Otter) 
3rd Betsy (Otter) 

HOPS (INDEPENDENT) 
1st  Faith (Elephant) 

2nd  Jada (Otter) 
3rd Zac (Gorilla) 

REBOUND (ASSIST 
BOUNCE) 

1st  Kelsey 
2nd Dylan (Tiger) 
3rd Ryan (Kiwi) 

All students recently took part in a hopping competition.  Hops (or jumps) were done 

in a variety of ways including on the trampoline, with hands held and independently.  

Well done to everyone! 
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   WORLD OF WORK 

We were delighted to welcome Helen Clements 
from Morgan Sindall Construction. Children in the secondary 
school took part in the ‘Build a House’ activity where they     
developed their knowledge of shape and space in a practical 
activity as well as gaining an understanding of Health and   
Safety plus showing off their teamwork skills! 

Robin Class Visit to the Autom-

ata Exhibition 

The exhibition was a collection 
of mechanical and automaton 
toys for the students to         
explore. Last term, students 

had looked at forces and motion in  Science and 
this was a great way to bring that learning to life. 
Students were encouraged to look at, and        
experiment with the toys, and talk about what  
movements they made.  All Robins demonstrated 
fabulous curiosity and listening skills that day. 
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SHOPPING 

Being able to access the community is obviously a very           

important  skill indeed. We endeavour to take all classes to the 

shops to get practical experience of selecting items and using 

money whenever possible. Fortunately, we have several good 

supermarkets within walking distance! Armed with their     

shopping lists, several students set off recently to learn how to 

make healthy choices and all about the routines (including 

waiting) involved in a trip to the supermarket. 

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY 

The planning permission for the new school specified that we had to supply bat boxes for the trees on 
the site. This was a great opportunity for students to get involved making real items for a real reason! 
Students in Puffin class have been learning about using tools.  We have been using saws, screwdrivers 
and drills and are currently constructing the bat boxes which will be positioned around the school. 
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REBOUND THERAPY BOUNCES BACK! 

We are pleased to announce that we are able to 

teach Rebound Therapy again.  Our qualified 

coaches are members of our own staff and able to 

lead weekly sessions to students who have  been 

identified as those that would most benefit. This 

truly inclusive programme builds stamina, strength 

and inspires interest (and is of course great fun!) 

USEFUL INFORMATION 
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SPOTLIGHT ON TEACHING 

Listening to … 
Communicating 

using … 
Social Interaction Collaboration Understanding 

Self-Awareness 
Recognising & 

Finding 
Remembering Comparing Problem Solving 

Being with others Tolerance Flexibility 
Emotional Regula-

tion 

aking Relation-

ships 

Physical Co-

ordination 
Personal Care Motor Skills Confidence Staying Safe 

Self-Awareness Anticipating Problem Solving Being Organised 
Community Partic-

ipation 

Exploring Drawing Reading Writing Cooking 

Sorting / Classify-

ing 
Comparing Making Creating Independence 

Knowledge is the vehicle we use to keep lessons interesting, engaging and to ensure we 

give our pupils exposure to a wide range of information and experiences. However, our  

focus is on Skills development. The pupils at The Bridge face a wide variety of challenges 

and we have created our own skills grid: skills that we feel pupils will benefit from the most. 

So, while we may be teaching a lesson about the Oceans of the World, we do so in a manner that aims 

to develop one or more of the skills below and has an eye to the child’s EHCP targets. 

We also use our own version of Bloom’s Taxonomy to  

structure lessons and learning and to evaluate progress. 

USEFUL CONTACTS 

Suffolk Local Offer—Infolink.suffolk.gov.uk (click on the link to Suffolk Local Offer) 

14+ years Annual Health Check—www.nhs.uk/conditions/learning-disabilities/annual-health-checks 

Sendiass—www.suffolksendiass.co.uk—01473 265210 

Specialist School Nursing team—03456 078866 

Information on School Nursing Team Workshops call Health Business Support Centre—0345 607 8866 

Family Services Team—Suffolk County Council—01473 260670 

Customer First—0808 800 4005 

READING RECOMMENDATION 

The Reason I Jump is a favourite of ours. The chapters are short and very 

accessible but the most interesting part of this bitter-sweet book is that it 

is written by a 13-year-old boy with autism. He explains why he ‘runs 

away’, ‘walks with big steps’,  ‘getting muddled’ and ‘jumps’.   


